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Status and Prospect of Geothermal Generation Development in China

Zheng Keyan',Pan Xiaoping*
(1.Geothermal Council of China Energy Research Society ,Beijing 100081 ;
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[Abstract] The paper reviews the development course of China’s geothermal generation,pointing out that it's
necessary to overcome such “historical prejudice” as “technically feasible,economically infeasible”.Geothermal
generation enjoys mature technology.Though it requires relatively high investment,it can substitute and save
conventional energy as well as reduce pollution and emission of CO,.Also considering the drastic fluctuation
of the international oil prices,approaching the height of 150 US dollars per barrel, geothermal generation is
bound to be highly competitive.In China,there are rich high temperature geothermal resources in Tibet—Yun-
nan geothermal zone,suitable for steam feeding geothermal power generation.Those higher temperature geother-
mal water of the medium-low temperature geothermal zones can be used for power generation first and its
discharge water can be further used for comprehensive purpose.China has begun the research work in the
field of enhanced geothermal systems.
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